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Now, to return to our original theme, we come to Macbeth. This is the most morbid and most
artificial of Shakespeare's plays. Its characters live in a state of evil spirits, ready for any strange

experiment, until they receive a sudden blow which turns their minds to madness. This is morbid, as
you see. Some people, therefore, will say that Macbeth is a morbid play. But, except on this point, I
must own that the theory of the play of Macbeth has caused me no distress. In fact, I thought it the

most beautiful and most perfect play that Shakespeare ever wrote. If you talk to me of a morbid
subject, I stop you. I am not concerned with anything morbid. I am not concerned with King Duncan. I
have forgotten King Duncan. I am not concerned with the witches. I am not concerned with Macbeth.

I am not interested in the cruelty of the other characters. I am not interested in the violent,
unintelligible, and immoral methods of Macbeth and the other characters. I am not interested in all
these. I am interested in Macbeth alone, and in his transformation from a wise and noble man into a
hypocritical, treacherous, and drunken sot. We must not, however, suppose that Shakespeare was
interested in anything but the power of imagination. For it is the power of imagination that is most
strikingly displayed in Macbeth. I now come to the question of the origin of Macbeth's infatuation

with Lady Macbeth, a question which has been much debated. There are two elements to this; first,
the question whether Macbeth's wife was indeed, as some have supposed, an impostor, and

secondly whether Macbeth was indeed unhappy. Here the literature of the subject is not so much
[292]helpful as it is a reservoir of hypotheses, and we must be content to follow the example of the
late Professor Dowden and try, in the main, to learn from past mistakes rather than from present

results. [94] It is much easier to cast the blame on the biographers than on the dramatist; but it is an
old custom, and perhaps even useful, to put the blame on the author: as it is easier to take the

responsibility for the successes of the dramatist, than the misfortunes of the biographers.
Nevertheless, we may say that the line of proper criticism is worth following: let us be honest in our

assessment of the possibilities, and not too prejudiced in our judgements.
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